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SUBJECT: ARGENTINA CELEBRATES ATOMIC ENERGY DAY: POLICIES AND 
PROGRESS 

1. IN A SPEECH CELEBRATING ATOMIC ENERGY DAY, MAY 31, 1978, AND 
25 YEARS SINCE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF CNEA, VICE-ADMIRAL 
CARLOS CASTRO MADERO STATED THAT ARGENTINA HAS ALWAYS 
CLAIMED THAT IT WILL USE ATOMIC ENERGY EOR PROGRESS 

AND PEACEEUL PURPOSES, NOT EOR THE DESTRUCTION OE 
HUMANITY. CASTRO MADERO STRESSED THAT ARGENTINA'S 
OBJECTIVE IS TO ACHIEVE SELF-SUEEICIENCY IN ALL NUCLEAR 
MATTERS. HOWEVER, THIS WILL TAKE AT LEAST UNTIL 1882. 

IN ORDER TO BECOME SELL SUFEICIENT AND TO ACHIEVE A 
MORE EEFECTIVE AND EEEICIENT NUCLEAR PROGRAM, CNEA 
MUST HAVE THE NECESSARY LEGAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL 
STRUCTURE. CASTRO MADERO STATED THAT CNEA DOES NOT 
INTEND TO INTRUDE ON THE PRIVATE INDUSTRY WHEN IT 
IS RUNNING EEEICIENTLY; IN EACT, THE CNEA WILL ASSIST 
PRIVATE INDUSTRY IN ELECTRIC POWER GENERATION. 
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HOWEVER, THE NUCLEAR POWER DECISIONS WILL STILL BE 
MAINTAINED WITH THE GOA IN THESE MATTERS. CASTRO 
MADERO AEEIRMED THAT ARGENTINA WAS COOPERATING WITH 
OTHER LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES TOWARD THE DEVELOPMENT 
OE THEIR OWN NUCLEAR PROGRAMS. 

2. AMONG THE PROJECTS BEING DEVELOPED BY CNEA, 
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CASTRO MADERO MENTIONED NEW RESOURCES OF URANIUM, 
URANIUM PRODUCTION, THE BUILDING OE A PLANT EOR THE 
FABRICATION OF ZIRCONIUM SPONGE AND TUBES, A 
PLANT EOR THE TREATMENT OF RADIOACTIVE WASTES, HIGH 
PRESSURE LABORATORIES FOR THE TESTING OF FUEL 
ELEMENTS, THE INSTALLATION OF A NEW ELECTROSTATIC 
ACCELERATOR, INCREASING THE CAPACITY 
FOR THE PRODUCTION OP RADIOISOTOPES, AND A PILOT 
PLANT EOR THE PRODUCTION OF HEAVY WATER. 

3. IN A VAGUE STATEMENT ABOUT EXTERNAL DIFPICULTIES, 
ADMIRAL CASTRO MADERO REFERRED TO THE INCREASING DOUBTS 
AND SUSPICIONS OP COUNTRIES WHICH PROVIDE TECHNOLOGY. 
THIS, HE SAID, IS LEADING TO THE DISREGARD OF AGREEMENTS 

BY OTHER COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE BEEN FREELY ACCEPTED 
AND IS CREATING GREAT INSECURITY IN THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF NATIONAL NUCLEAR PROGRAMS BASED ON FOREIGN TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE. 

4. ACCORDING TO CLARIN, FOLLOWING HIS SPEECH, 

CASTRO MADERO INDICATED THAT IN THE FIRST PART OF JUNE 
CNEA WILL MAKE A DECISION ON THE CANADIAN OR WEST GERMAN 
REACTOR PLANT EOR ATUCHA II. 

5. COMMENTS: IN HIS STATEMENT ABOUT EXTERNAL DIFFI- 
CULTIES AND THE DOUBTS AND SUSPICIONS OF COUNTRIES 
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PROVIDING TECHNOLOGY, CASTRO MADERO WAS MOST LIKELY 
REPERRING PRIMARILY TO CANADA. THERE HAS BEEN A 
RUNNING BATTLE WITH THE CANADIANS OVER THE SAFEGUARD 
PROBLEMS AT THE CANDU REACTOR PLANT AT EMBALSE. THE 
ARGENTINES DECLARE THAT IN THE 1974 AGREEMENT 
CERTAIN ELEMENTS OF THE PLANT WOULD NOT COME UNDER 
SAPEGUARDS. HOWEVER, THE CANADIANS CLAIM THAT THESE 
SAPEGUARD REGUALTIONS WERE CHANGED IN 1976 TO INCLUDE 
ALL ELEMENTS OP THE PLANT, AND THAT ARGENTINA AGREED 
TO THIS AT THAT TIME. 

- WE PEEL THAT CNEA WOULD PREFER THE CANDU REACTOR 
FOR ATUCHA II, BUT BECAUSE OP THE CANADIAN HARD 
POSITION ON SAFEGUARDS, 

THEY MAY OPT TOWARD THE GERMAN SIEMANS KWU 
REACTOR. THE GERMAN FEASIBILITY STUDY EOR A 
600 MW HEAVY WATER PLANT HAS BEEN COMPLETED AND 
SUBMITTED TO CNEA. 

CASTRO 
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